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FOREWORD

Organic production in Serbia has an excellent possibilities and represents a great

opportunity for our country, due to high demand for these types of products in the

world as well as here. Larger area under organic production, more producers, and

bigger export rate show that the interest for this production in Serbia exists.

Organic production is extremely demanding and requires knowledge

as well as investments in production and processing. For that reason

in recent years Serbia allocated significantly higher subsidies for

organic plant production. Organic producers can get 400% more

funds than the conventional one, which is 10 times more than just

four years ago.

Moreover, Serbia made a step further on a harmonization of the

national laws with the EU legislation. The new Rulebook on

regulation of the methods of the organic production, system of

control and certification, as well as organic wine production, a

completely new scope, have been adopted.

At the moment a new Law on organic production is being prepared.



DEVELOPMENT OF ORGANIC PRODUCTION IN SERBIA

The history of organic food production and processing goes

back for more than thirty years.

In the last three decades institutional development, organization

within sector, market development and public awareness is

noticeable, and legislative framework is being harmonized to the EU

legislation continuously.

• 32 years from the first export,

• 32 years from the civil society development,

• 22 years from the first Law on organic agriculture,

• 12 years from the first Law on organic production prepared in 

accordance to the EU legislations,

• 13 years from the Nation Association Serbia Organica foundation.

Development of organic production in Serbia had passed some

important turning points streaming its development.

This year (2022) is exactly:



OVERVIEW OF ORGANIC PRODUCTION IN SERBIA

Statistics

In the last decade, according to the statistics, organic production has strong

upward direction and is characterized by:

• increase of areas under organic production,

• development of livestock production,

• more organic producers,

• development of processing sector,

• market grows,

• export rises.



Area under organic plant production (2010-2019)



Total area under organic production (2010-2019)

Area under organic production 2012-2019



Organic plant production structure (2012-2019)



Structure of the arable land according to the crop type in 2019

The biggest share of the area is under fruit production, cereals and industrial crops, 

while vegetables, medicinal and aromatic plants are produced on smaller area.



Proportion of organic production in the total utilized agricultural 

land (2010-2019)



Regional distribution of organic plant production in Serbia, 2019



Organic livestock production in Serbia (2012-2019)



Organic producers (2010-2019)



LEGISLATIVE AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Organic production regulations - Institutional framework:

• preparing professional basis for drafting the regulations in the area of 

organic production;

• collecting annual reports from control bodies;

• accumulating records on organic production;

• maintaining a list of authorized controlling bodies;

• checking if organizations for control and certification of organic 

production have met criteria;

• approving deviations from the methods of organic plant and livestock 

production and the processing rules in organic production;

• approving usage of reproduction material from conventional production 

after the period of conversion;

• shortening or extending period of conversion.



In accordance with the Law on Organic Production, the Expert Council for organic

production was formed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water

Management in 2011 to review technical issues, provide expert opinions and

participate in the implementation of project tasks related to:

• plans and special programs in the field of organic production;

• proposing topics for professional training of staff;

• advising on regulations’ drafting in the field of organic production;

• counselling on improvement of organic production, and

• working on other necessary tasks related to organic production.



Organic products’ labelling

Serbian national logo for organic products

Serbian national logo for products in conversion



MARKET OF ORGANIC PRODUCTS

Value of exported organic products (2012 - 2019)

Export of organic products (2012 - 2019) in mil. EUR



Value of exported organic products in 2018 and 2019 by countries



Breakdown of exported organic products from Serbia, 2019

Breakdown of values of exported organic products by exported country in the 

EU, 2019



Breakdown of exported frozen organic fruits from Serbia, quantity, 2019.

Breakdown of exported fresh organic fruits according to quantity, in 2019



AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY

ON THE ROAD TO THE EUROPEAN UNION

National program significant for organic production

- Organic production development plan

The plan for the development of organic production contains eleven goals:

Goal 1: Support for organic production as an integral part of the national agricultural policy and

the rural development policy.

Goal 2: Harmonization of the legislative framework for organic production in line with EU

legislation.

Goal 3: Institutional development.

Goal 4: System of control and certification is operational and harmonized with EU standards.

Goal 5: An accessible and market-oriented advisory sector.

Goal 6: Research in the field of organic production and processing is applied on the field.

Goal 7: Improving organic production through formal education.

Goal 8: Development of the domestic market of organic products.

Goal 9: Growth of exports of organic products.

Goal 10: Setting more favorable conditions for the production and processing of organic

products.

Goal 11. Implementation and monitoring of the realization of goals and measures defined by

the plan.



Negotiations with European Union - Chapter 11

The opening benchmarks for Chapter 11 were:

1) That the Republic of Serbia ought to present an Action Plan to the European

Commission, which will serve as a basis for the transposition, implementation and

enforcement of the European Union acquis in agriculture and rural development.

2) That the Republic of Serbia ought to submit the request for entrustment of

budget implementation tasks for IPARD II to the European Commission, in

accordance with the provisions of EC Implementing Regulation 447/2014.



National measures of support in agriculture and rural development

Types of subsidies:

• direct payments,

• rural development measures,

• specific subsidies,

• credit support.

National support measures for organic production

According to the Law on subsidies in agriculture and rural development (“Offcial

Gazette” RS No. 10/2013, 142/2014, 103/2015 and 101/2016), subsidies for

organic plant production are given for production costs and fuel and/or fertilizer

and/or seeds, per hectare.

Budget allocated for organic production in 2014 - 2020 (RSD)
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